Your child’s baptism
I am delighted that you are thinking of having your child baptised. This is a special event and I encourage you to think seriously about what it means. Please watch the video “First Steps” which can be accessed via the ‘Baptisms and Confirmation’ page of our website – www.stfagansaberdare.co.uk - and then answer the questions that follow. You may wish to read through the questions before you watch it, and you may want to make notes as you are watching. I encourage you to think about the questions or discuss them with your partner if applicable before writing your answers. Please be assured that this is not a test! There are no right or wrong answers – the questions are to help us have a discussion when we meet up. If you have difficulty in answering any of the questions, don’t worry – simply raise these with me when we meet.
Thanks for taking the time to do this!

Fr Richard Green

1. At the start the video mentions some of the reasons why people want to have their children baptised. What are your reasons for wanting your child to be baptised? (Please be honest!) 
2. The video talks of Christianity as being a journey. Where are you on this journey? At the start? Someway along the road? Lost and not sure where you’re heading? Not on the road at all? Again, please be honest!
3. Thinking of the idea of the journey, imagine your life as a journey. Draw a line on a separate piece of paper to represent this journey, beginning at your birth and ending with the present moment. Mark on the line the most significant events of your life, both good and bad. Share your life journey picture with your partner if applicable, or each of you can draw your own line and share with each other. If you wish you can share it with Fr Richard when you meet, but you don’t have to.
4. Think about, or discuss with each other (if applicable) what the video said about the life and message of Jesus. Note down anything you wish to mention to or ask Fr Richard.
5. The video talks about the promises you make when you bring your child to baptism. These include teaching him/her to pray, to read the Bible and coming to church as a family. How do you hope to fulfil these promises? In particular, how often do you plan to come to church with your child?
6. Towards the end the video asks ‘have you made the turnaround?’ – in other words, have you decided to follow Jesus so that you can bring your child up as a Christian? If your answer is ‘yes’, briefly write down what you think it means to follow Jesus and be a Christian.
7. Having watched the video, do you feel ready to make (and keep!) the promises involved in bringing your child to baptism? 
Here are a few more questions, not based on the video. Again, please discuss them with each other (if applicable) and answer as best you can.
8. What do you see as the role of the godparents?

9. How did you / will you choose godparents for your child?
10. What special things will you do to celebrate the anniversary of your child’s baptism?

11. Is there anything that the Church community could do to help you in fulfilling the promises you will make at your child’s baptism?

12. Is there anything you would like to ask Fr Richard when you meet?

