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Sunday Signpost 23rd August 2026 — The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
"Light for the path and news for the journey.”

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to
pray and to give more than either we desire or deserve: pour down upon us the
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is
afraid and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask but
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen

The First Reading —Isaiah 51. 1-6

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to
the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were
dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but
one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the Lord will
comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness
like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found
in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. Listen to me, my people, and give
heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for
a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has
gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for
my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth
beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a
garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be for
ever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God



Psalm 138 ( we say the Psalm together)

I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing
your praise; I bow down towards your holy temple and give thanks to
your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; for you have
exalted your name and your word above everything. On the day I
called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul. All the
kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the
words of your mouth. They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great
is the glory of the Lord. For though the Lord is high, he regards the
lowly; but the haughty he perceives from far away. Though I walk in
the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my
enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.
The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord,
endures for ever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.

The Second Reading —Romans 12. 1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what
is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to
everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to
think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith
that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all
the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation;
the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
The Gospel —Matthew 16. 13-20

Hear the Holy Gospel according to St Luke. Glory to you, O Lord
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Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” He said to them, 'But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered
him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was
the Messiah.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion Prayer

God of compassion, in this eucharist you have set aside our sins and given us
your healing: grant that we who are made whole in Christ may bring that healing
to this broken world, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayer requests:

Annette, Marian, Marian, Derrick, Clive, Margaret, Lucy, Jim, Ellen Marie,
Anthony, Margaret, Steven, Claire, Glanys, Dilys, baby Evelyn and her parents,
Joan, Sheridan, Sarah, John, Aled, Angela, Jeanette, Melanie, John, Donna,
Dave, Alison, Nick, Perry, Lucy, Alun, Kelly, Susan, Marion, Diane, Gerry, Auvril,
Melanie, John, Lucy, baby Shaun and his parents, Ian, Euryl, Linda.

We pray for the repose of the souls of the recently departed and for all those
who mourn.

We also pray for those whose anniversary of death falls at this time:

William Watts (25), Bill Lucas (26"), Mary Rowlands (27t),
David Livingstone (28™)

The Blessed Sacrament lamp in St Fagan’s burns this week

for our Ministry Area




DAILY BIBLE READINGS & PRAYER INTENTIONS:
24t — 30 August 2026

Monday Isaiah 43.8-13 Lord, following St Bartholomew’s

Bartholomew, | Psalm 145.1-7 witness, help us serve with humble

Apostle Acts 5.12-16 hearts and bear witness to your
Luke 22.24-30

truth.

Tuesday 2 Thessalonians 2.1-17 | Lord, purify our hearts from within
Psalm 96.7-13 so we may walk in justice, mercy,
Matthew 23.23-26 and truth.

Wednesday 2 Thessalonians 3.6-10, |Lord, bless the work of our hands
16-18 and grant us sincere hearts filled
Psalm 128 with your peace.
Matthew 23.27-32

Thursday 1 Corinthians 1.1-9 Lord, keep us watchful and
Psalm 145.1-7 faithful, trusting in your grace to
Matthew 24.42-51 sustain us to the end.

Friday 1 Corinthians 1.17-25 Lord, fill us with the wisdom of the
Psalm 33.1-12 cross and keep us ready to
Matthew 25.1-13 welcome you.

Saturday 1 Corinthians 1.26-31 Lord, help us use the gifts you give

Psalm 33.12-22
Matthew 25.14-30

us faithfully, boasting only in your
grace.

The Thirteenth
Sunday after
Trinity

Jeremiah 15.15-21
Psalm 26.1-8
Romans 12.9-21
Matthew 16.21-28

Lord, give us the courage to take
up our cross and follow vyou,
overcoming evil with genuine love.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by appointment
with Fr Hywel. Please telephone or email him to arrange.




Midweek Services
Day & Church Service/Time
Tues 25 Aug, St James Eucharist, 9.30am
Tues 25™ Aug, St Elvan Eucharist, 1.05pm
Tues 25% Aug, St Winifred Eucharist, 2.00pm
Wed 26" Aug, St Fagan Eucharist, 9.30am
Wed 26" Aug, St Lleurwg Eucharist, 10.30am
Thurs 271 Aug, St Luke Eucharist, 10.00am
Thurs 27" Aug, St John Eucharist, 11.00am

Sunday Services — 30" August 2026
The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
Ministry Area United Service

Church Service/Time
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Please remember this is the only service in our Ministry Area today and
it starts at the later time of 10.30am



Ministry Area activities and events this week

Monday 24" August

Come & Chat 9.30-11.30am, St Lleurwg’s Hall
Tea & Toast 9.30-11.30am, St Fagan'’s Hall
Working Party 5.30pm, St Fagan’s Church

Tuesday 25" August

Free Jewellery & Beading Group 10.30am-12.00pm, St Elvan
Free Storytime & Play 10.30am-12.00pm, St Elvan

Family Lunch Club 1.00pm, St Fagan’s Church Hall

Wednesday 26" August
Free Children’s Summer Activities 10.30am, St Elvan
Sgwrs Gymraeg (Welsh Conversation) 11.30am-12.30pm, St Elvan

Thursday 27" August
Highly Strung Ukulele Group 10.30am-12.00pm, St Elvan
Learn Welsh Glamorgan 6.30-8.30pm, Green Room, St Elvan

Friday 287 August
Crafty Bees Arts & Crafts Group 11.00am-1.00pm, St Elvan
Free Heritage Talk 1.30pm, St Elvan

Saturday 29" August
Pantri Cariad 2.30-3.00pm, St Fagan’s Church Hall

Family Lunch Club

It s our last Family Lunch of the summer holidays this week on Tuesday 25th,

1.00-3.00pm in St Fagan'’s Hall.

I
I
i We ran once a week during the school summer holidays, offering a two-
' course lunch free of charge and provided an opportunity for parents and
I

- children to get together for conversation and friendship.

. Thank you to the volunteers who helped to make this possible and our Iovely

i families for coming along. See you at half term!



Caffi Cinio
+ Caffi Cinio meets next on Thursday 3" September at 1pm in St Fagan’s
t Church hall. Please contact 07879 773222 to book your lunch.
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Christmas Tree Festival Meeting

Yes, Christmas is coming! On Thursday September 3" there will be a
meeting in St Fagan’s Church at 7.30pm to discuss arrangements for
the Church’s participation in this year’s Christmas Tree Festival.
Anyone is most welcome to come along to share ideas and form a
plan, the more help we have, the better it will be.

Advance Notice

As the Summer holidays are drawing to a close, the activities and
services that were paused will be resuming as usual. Here are the
dates for your diary:

Y Cymun Bendigaid returns on Sunday 6" September at 4pm in St
Fagan.

“Shine"” services also resume on Sunday 6" September at 6pm in St
Fagan.

Faith Factory restarts on Sunday 13™ September at 9.15am in St
Fagan’s Church Hall.

- Red Cow Quiz

|
|
i The quiz planned for the 7" September is cancelled due to our :
: Quizmaster Alan having sustained injuries falling at home. The quiz i
- will return on October 5" at the usual time of 7.30pm. Our love and !
| prayers go to Alan and we pray for his speedy recovery. :
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Bryn Sion Church, Mill Street, T

recynon

You may already know that Bryn Sion has undergone extensive
renovation and restoration work recently. They are delighted to
announce that they are having an official re-opening service on \
Saturday September 12t at 6pm to which everyone is welcome.

Transitional Minister & Ministry Area Lead

Rev Hywel Snook. 07539 069811
HywelSnook@cinw.org.uk

Licensed Lay Reader
Mrs Peta Maidman 07908 789745
petamaidman@googlemail.com

Ministry Area Wardens
Marian Godsall 01685 883697; Andrea Harford 07871 188825

Websites: www.cynonuchafministryarea.org
www.stelvans.com

Ministry Area Facebook: search for Cynon Uchaf Ministry Area




