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THE EASTER VIGIL
GWYLNOS Y PASG



INTRODUCTION

The Gospels tell us that the empty tomb was discovered “very early on
the first day of the week’. This indicates that the resurrection of Jesus
took place during the preceding night, and so, since earliest times
Christians have gathered through the night of Easter to recall the story of
God’s saving work, from creation through to the death and resurrection
of Christ. However, the Easter Liturgy is not merely a reminder of what
God has done: it is meant to be a real experience of new life for the

worshipper, a passing from darkness to light which offers hope to all the
faithful.

The service that we are taking part in this evening is made up of three
elements, which together form a whole.

The Service of Light

The congregation gathers outside the church and a fire is kindled: its
flames symbolising the new life of Christ bursting forth from the tomb
and scattering the darkness of death once and for all. The Easter - or
Paschal - Candle representing Jesus, the light of the world, is lit from the
fire, carried through the church and progressively passed to the whole
congregation. The word ‘Paschal’ comes from the Greek Pascha, itself a
transliteration of the Hebrew Pesach, meaning Passover. This link between
the night of our Christian redemption and the Passover night of Israel’s
deliverance from slavery in Egypt is powerfully made in the Exsultet, an
ancient Easter song of praise, which is sung as the climax of this part of
the liturgy.

The Vigil

This is probably the oldest feature of the Easter celebrations. From its
earliest days the Church would keep watch through the night and
meditate on the mighty works of God. Christians would pray until the
earliest hours of the morning, when Christ’s resurrection was acclaimed.
The heart of the Vigil is the reading of key passages of Scripture telling of
God’s saving love. It culminates with the Easter Acclamation: the priest
announces “Alleluia! Christ is risen’, to which the people respond “He is
risen indeed. Alleluia!” The joy of the resurrection is demonstrated by the
ringing of bells.



The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Baptism and Easter have been closely linked from at least the end of the
second century. Lent became the period of preparation for entering into
the Church’s fellowship through baptism at Easter. Candidates entered
into the life of Christ’s death and resurrection in the midst of the church’s
celebration of them. The congregation is therefore invited to reaffirm their
baptismal vows as a public declaration of their union with Christ in his
death and resurrection. This renewed commitment to the promises made
at baptism is symbolised by the congregation being sprinkled with holy
water.

Our Easter Vigil concludes with the presentation of the of the Paschal
Candles for St Luke’s and St James” churches. Those who have recieved
candles then process out of church with the servers, choir and clergy,
taking the light of Christ not only back to their respective churches, but
also out into the world that we are called to serve.



THE SERVICE OF LIGHT

The congregation gathers outside the church. Each person has a candle ready for
lighting; please remember to be careful once the candles are lit. At the beginning
of the service the church is in darkness

The priest says

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy night, when our
Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, the Church invites her
children throughout the world to come together in vigil and prayer. This
is the Passover of the Lord.

We remember his death and resurrection by hearing his word and
celebrating his mysteries, confident that we shall share his victory over
death and live with him for ever in God.

The new fire is kindled

Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the
brightness of your one true light: set us aflame with the fire of your
love, and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The priest traces the Cross, the Alpha and Omega and the numbers of the year on
the Paschal Candle

Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, Alpha and
Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages; to him be glory and power,
through every age and for ever. Amen.

The Paschal Candle is pierced with brass studs filled with grains of incense
signifying the wounds of Christ in his Passion

By his holy and glorious wounds may Christ our Lord guard and keep us.
Amen.

The priest lights the Easter Candle, saying

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from our
hearts and minds.
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The priest enters the church carrying the Paschal Candle, the congregation
following

At the rear of the nave the priest raises the Paschal Candle and sings

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

The candles of the congregation are lit from the Paschal Candle

The priest moves up the nave aisle, stops midway, raises the Paschal Candle and
Sings

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

The priest moves to the nave sanctuary and places the Paschal Candle in its
stand, while the congregation move to their places. The priest sings a third time

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

THE EXSULTET

SING, choirs of heaven! Let saints and angels sing!
Around God’s throne exult in harmony!

Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave!

Salute your King in glorious symphony!

Sing, choirs of earth! Behold, your light has come!
The glory of the Lord shines radiantly!

Lift up your hearts, for Christ has conquered death!
The night is past, the day of life is here!

Sing, Church of God! Exult with joy outpoured!
The gospel trumpets tell of victory won!

Your Saviour lives; he’s with you evermore!
Let all God’s people sound the long Amen!



THE VIGIL

The priest says

s WE await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving

deeds in history, recalling how he saved his people in ages past and
in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray
that through this Easter celebration God may bring to perfection in each
of us the saving work he has begun.

All sit

FIRST READING
GENESIS 22.1-18

GOD tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham! And he said, ‘Here I
am.” He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on
one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him,
and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and
went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third
day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said
to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over
there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you." Abraham
took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he
himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on
together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!” And he said, ‘Here I
am, my son.” He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the
lamb for a burnt-offering?” Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the
lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on
together. When they came to the place that God had shown him,
Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his
son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham
reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of
the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham! And
he said, ‘Here I am.” He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up
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and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took
the ram and offered it up as a burnt-offering instead of his son. So
Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide’; as it is said to this day,
‘On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”The angel of the Lord
called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By myself I have
sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld
your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your
offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and
by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for
themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.

PSALM 16

Preserve me, O God, for in you have I taken refuge : I have said to the
Lord, “You are my lord, all my good depends on you.’

All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land : upon those who
are noble in heart.

Though the idols are legion that many run after : their drink offerings of
blood I will not offer, neither make mention of their names upon my lips.
The Lord himself is my portion and my cup : in your hands alone is my
fortune.

My share has fallen in a fair land : indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

I will bless the Lord who has given me counsel : and in the night
watches he instructs my heart.

I have set the Lord always before me : he is at my right hand; I shall not
fall.

Wherefore my heart is glad and my spirit rejoices : my flesh also shall
rest secure.

For you will not abandon my soul to Death : nor suffer your faithful one
to see the Pit.

You will show me the path of life; in your presence is the fullness of
joy : and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.



COLLECT

ALMIGHTY God, whose chosen servant Abraham faithfully obeyed
your call and rejoiced in your promise that, in him, all the families of
the earth should be blessed: give us a faith like his, that, in us, your prom-
ises may be fulfilled; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.

SECOND READING
EXODUS 14. 10-15. 1a

S PHARAOH drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the

Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to
the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in
Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we
told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm,
and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for
the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord
will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the Lord said to
Moses, “‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But
you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide
it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and
so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots,
and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord,
when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his
chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the Israelite
army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from
in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army
of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea
back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and
the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s
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horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in
the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and
threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so
that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the
Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt."Then the Lord
said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the
sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord
tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day
from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.
Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the
people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:

CANTICLE
EXODUS 15.1b-3, 6, 10, 13, 17

I will sing to the Lord, who has triumphed gloriously : the horse and his
rider he has thrown into the sea.

The Lord is my strength and my song : and has become my salvation.
This is my God whom I will praise : the God of my forebears whom I
will exalt.

The Lord is a warrior : the Lord is his name.

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power : your right hand, O
Lord, shatters the enemy.

At the blast of your nostrils, the sea covered them : they sank as lead
in the mighty waters.

In your unfailing love, O Lord : you lead the people whom you have
redeemed.

And by your invincible strength : you will guide them to your holy
dwelling.

You will bring them in and plant them, O Lord, : in the sanctuary which
your hands have established.



COLLECT

LORD God our redeemer, who heard the cry of your people and sent
your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery: free us from the tyr-
anny of sin and death and, by the leading of your Spirit, bring us to our
promised land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THIRD READING
ISATAH 55.1-11

THE LORD says this: Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you
that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for
that which is not bread, and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in
rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I
will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for
David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander
for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and
nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your
God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. Seek the LORD while
he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake
their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the
LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways my ways, says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do
not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth
and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my
word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for
which I sent it.
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CANTICLE
ISATIAH 12.2-6

Behold, God is my salvation : I will trust and will not be afraid;

For the Lord God is my strength and my song : and has become my
salvation.

With joy you will draw water : from the wells of salvation.

On that day you will say : Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his
name;

Make known his deeds among the nations : proclaim that his name is
exalted.

Sing God’s praises, who has triumphed gloriously : let this be known
in all the world.

Shout and sing for joy, you that dwell in Zion : for great in your midst
is the Holy One of Israel.

COLLECT

BLESSED are you, Lord, God of our salvation. You quench the thirst of
those who yearn for righteousness and satisfy the hunger of those
who crave for justice. Lead your longing people back to peace, that with
the mountains and hills we may burst into songs of joy, O Lord, our mak-
er and redeemer. Amen.

All stand

EASTER ACCLAMATION
The priest says

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Bells are rung to celebrate the Resurrection of Christ
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All sing
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

During which candles in the church are lit from the Easter Candle, the lights are
put on through the church, and the people’s candles are extinguished

lory be to God in heaven,

songs of joy and peace we bring,
thankful hearts and voices raising,
to creation’s Lord we sing:
Lord, we thank you, Lord we bless you,

glory be to God our King,

glory be to God our King.
2. Lamb of God, who on your shoulders 3. You, O Son of God, are holy,
bore the load of this world’s sin, you we praise with one accord,
only Son of God the Father, none in heav’n or earth is like you,
you have brought us peace within: only you are Christ the Lord
Lord, have mercy, Lord have mercy, with the Father, and the Spirit,
now your glorious reign begin, ever worshipped and adored,
now your glorious reign begin. ever worshipped and adored.

Tune: Cwm Rhondda
by John Hughes 1873-1932

COLLECT
Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory.
Silence is kept

LORD of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of
your Son overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things
new in him: grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus
Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy
Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity.
Amen.
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All sit

NEW TESTAMENT READING

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans

O YOU not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ

Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly
be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and
we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he
died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus. (Romans 6.3-11)

This is the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God.

All stand to sing
PSALM 114

When Israel came out of Egypt,
the house of Jacob from a people of a / strange / tongue :

Judah became his sanctuary/ Israel / his do/minion.
The sea saw that, and fled; Jordan was / driven / back :
The mountains skipped like rams, the little / hills like / young / sheep.
What ailed you, O sea / that you / fled?:

O Jordan, that / you were / driven / back?
You mountains, that you / skipped like / rams :

you little / hills like / young / sheep?
Tremble, O earth, at the / presence of the / Lord :

at the / presence of the / God of / Jacob,
Who turns the hard rock into a / pool of / water :

the flint-stone / into a / springing / well.
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HOLY GOSPEL
The Lord be with you: and also with you.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St John Glory to you, O Lord

EARLY on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the
tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus” head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.
Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping
outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman,
why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘“They have taken away my
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said
this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “‘Woman, why are you weeping?
For whom are you looking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said
to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid
him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “‘Mary!” She turned and
said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to
her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.
But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God.” * Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that
he had said these things to her. (John 20.1-18)

This is the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, O Christ.
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THE LITURGY OF BAPTISM

During the following hymn the priest and congregation process to the font and
gather around it

HYMN

The day of resurrection!

earth, tell it out abroad;

the Passover of gladness,

the Passover of God.

from death to life eternal,

from earth unto the sky,

our Christ hath brought us over,
with hymns of victory.

2. Our hearts be pure from evil, 3. Now let the heavens be joyful,
that we may see aright and earth her song begin,

the Lord in rays eternal the round world keep high triumph,
of resurrection light; and all that is therein;

and listening to his accents, let all things seen and unseen

may hear, so calm and plain, their notes in gladness blend,

his own “All hail!” and, hearing, for Christ the Lord is risen,

may raise the victor strain. our joy that hath no end.

Words by St John of Damascus ¢ 754
trans. by ] M Neale 1818-66 Tune: Ellacombe

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
The priest says
As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead,

we remember that through the paschal mystery we have died and been
buried with him in baptism.
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In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. To
follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.

Therefore I ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
I reject them.

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?

I renounce them.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?

I turn to Christ.

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?

I submit to Christ.

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE WATER

Praise God who made heaven and earth,

who keeps his promise for ever.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ was baptized in the river Jordan,
we thank you for the gift of water to cleanse us and revive us.

Saving God, give us life.

We thank you that through the waters of the Red Sea you led your people
out of slavery to freedom in the Promised Land.

Saving God, give us life.

We thank you that through the deep waters of death you brought your
Son, and raised him to life in triumph.

Saving God, give us life.

Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in it may be made
one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection, to be cleansed and
delivered from all sin.

Saving God, give us life.

Send your Holy Spirit upon them, bring them to new birth in the
household of faith and raise them with Christ to full and eternal life; for
all might, majesty, authority and power are yours, now and for ever.
Amen.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith
with all who have been baptized in your name. Keep us faithful to our
baptism, and so make us ready for that day when the whole creation shall
be made perfect in your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, that you may be rooted
and grounded in love and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. Amen.

During the next hymn the priest sprinkles the congregation with holy water, and
all return to their places in the nave

HYMN

AWAKE, awake: fling off the night!
for God has sent his glorious light;
and we who live in Christ’s new day
must works of darkness put away.

17



Words by

Awake and rise, with love renewed,
men with the Spirit’s power endued.
The light of life in us must glow,

and fruits of truth and goodness show.

Let in the light; all sin expose

to Christ, whose life no darkness knows.
Before his cross for guidance kneel;

his light will judge and, judging, heal.

Awake, and rise up from the dead,
and Christ his light on you will shed.
Its power will wrong desires destroy,
and your whole nature fill with joy.

Then sing for joy, and use each day;

give thanks for everything alway.

Lift up your hearts; with one accord
praise God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Tune: Deus Tuorum Militum

J R Peacey 1896-1971 Grenoble church melody

CONCLUSION

THE PEACE

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said ‘Peace be
with you'. Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia!

The peace of the Lord be always with you:

and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace
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LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLES FOR ST LUKE’S AND ST JAMES’

A representative from St Luke’s Church and from St James’ Church come
forward with their respective Paschal Candles, which are lit from the Paschal
Candle

This is the night when our Lord Jesus Christ was raised gloriously from
the dead, crushing the power of sin and destroying the sting of death.
Throughout the world Christians celebrate the mighty power of God as
Christ calls us out of darkness to share his marvellous light. May we, and
all Christ’s people, shine as lights in the world to the glory of God the
Father.

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

The Lord be with you:
and also with you.

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, open to
you who believe the gates of everlasting life.
Amen.

God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory,
give you joy as you share the Easter faith.
Amen.

God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen
Lord, empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.
Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

With the risen life of Christ within you, go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia,
alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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HYMN

HE strife is o’er, the battle done;
now is the Victor’s triumph won;

now let the song of joy be sung:
Alleluia!

Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst,
And Jesus hath his foes dispersed;

Let shouts of praise and joy outburst:

Alleluia!

On the third morn he rose again
glorious in majesty to reign;

O let us swell the joyful strain:
Alleluia!

Lord by the stripes which wounded thee
from death’s dread sting thy servants free,

that we may live and sing to thee
Alleluia!

Latin, 17th century Tune: Vulpius
trans. by Francis Pott 1832-1909



